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Sonoma County Imagination Library Outreach Orientation

Dolly Parton’s Imagination 
Library: The Basics

• Free program that fosters the love of reading among children, birth to age 5

• Enrolled children receive a high-quality, age-appropriate book in the mail every 
month until their 5th birthday

• Books arrive at child’s home with name on the mailing label from birth to age 5

• Books are selected by a committee of experts in child development and literacy 

• In CA, books are available in Spanish, English and bilingual Spanish/English

• 1 in 10 children under age 5 in the USA receives Imagination Library books

• Over 200 million books have been distributed since 1995 
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Sonoma County Imagination Library Outreach Orientation

Dolly Parton’s Imagination 
Library: History

• 1995 – 2007 Launched by The Dollywood Foundation in Sevier County, TN & expanded 
throughout the state

• 2007-2019 – Expanded to other states, Canada, Australia, UK, Ireland, Audio & Braille

• 2023 – Governor Newsom signed a bi-partisan bill to expand DPIL Statewide in 
California -similar expansion underway in Maine, Illinois, Washington, Illinois, West 
Virginia and other states

• 2024 – Community Foundation Sonoma County & First 5 Sonoma County partner with 
existing local programs and several community organizations to bring DPIL countywide

3

Sonoma County Imagination Library Outreach Orientation

Community Organizations
Trusted messengers

Promote SCIL & importance of 
reading to parents
Help parents enroll

Distribute flyers & swag

First 5 Sonoma County
Manage enrollment

Support outreach efforts with 
materials, resources

Community Foundation
Local DPIL Affiliate
Manage SCIL fund
Pay $1.10/child/mo. 

Holds Bulk Mailing permit

Sonoma County Imagination 
Library Advisory Board

Lead and coordinate fundraising
Governance

Support marketing

Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library

Coordinate book selection & publishing
Monthly book mailing

Work with states to match local 
investments
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Sonoma County Imagination Library Outreach Orientation

• Dolly Parton Imagination Library convenes a Blue Ribbon Committee
• The first book a child receives is The Little Engine That Could
• Near their 5th birthday, they receive Look Out Kindergarten, Here I Come! 
• All titles available in English or Spanish OR fully bilingual in English and Spanish. 
• Book selection changes each year.

Book Selection
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Sonoma County Imagination Library Outreach Orientation

Ideas for Integrating Imagination Library in 
Programs & Services

• Send the enrollment flyer with the QR code home so the parent can 
register online

• Hang posters with the QR code at program sites in lobby or waiting room 
(First 5 can provide)

• Engage parents to fill out the enrollment form during program time when 
discussing why it’s important to read to very young children (ex: 
playgroups, well check visits) and send batched forms to First 5.

• Pediatricians, nurses, CHWs: talk to parents about the importance of reading 
to very young children and model in the well check visit

• Track the Imagination Library book list for the year and read the same books 
for the age group during storytime in playgroup, child care and preschool 
settings 

• Have the age group books accessible to children playgroup, child care and 
preschool settings 
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Sonoma County Imagination Library Outreach Orientation

Enrolling Children: Online or Mail-in
vLink for online registration:

SONOMACF.org/SCIL

vMail completed registration forms to:

First 5 Sonoma County
5340 Skylane Blvd.,
Santa Rosa, CA 95403

v Once enrolled, it takes 4-8 weeks before the 
child receives the first book

v Parent should notify First 5 if their address 
changes:

SCIL@first5sonomacounty.org
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Sonoma County Imagination Library Outreach Orientation

Outreach Resources
v Bilingual printed material will be available 

after June 17th. 
• Flyers
• Registration forms
• Bookmarks
• Stickers
• Posters printed upon request

v Share Facebook posts from CFSC and 
First 5 starting June 1

v Recorded outreach orientations in English 
& Spanish on the website by mid-June: 

SONOMACF.org/SCIL

v To request printed outreach materials 
email First 5 at:

SCIL@first5sonomacounty.org
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Sonoma County Imagination Library Outreach Orientation

Support for Outreach Events

v First 5 staff can table with advance notice 
(pending availability)

v Reserve promotional items (pick up and 
return to First 5):
• 6-foot vinyl banner
• Life-size “Stand-up” Dolly Parton

v To request tabling or reserve promo 
items, email First 5 at:

SCIL@first5sonomacounty.org
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Sonoma County Imagination Library Outreach Orientation

CA will cover $1.10 
of every book!

Questions?

11

Sonoma County Imagination Library Outreach Orientation

CA will cover $1.10 
of every book!

Thank you 
for partnering with the 

Sonoma County 
Imagination Library!
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